HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ARMY 
United States Army 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 

Yokohama, Japan 
October 1?, 1948 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS SAKUJIRO ARAMAKI 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS AKIYOSEI KOGA 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS NOBUYASU SUGIYAMA 
UNITED STATES OF-AMERICA VS FUICUMA YAMAGUCEI 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS TAKENOSUKE FUJISAKI 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS TOMOE NISEIMURA 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS TORAICHI TAKASEITA 

Review of the St aff Judge, A dvocate . 

ly The attached record of trial of Sakujiro Aramaki, Akiyoshi 
Koga, Nobuyasu Sugiyama, Fukume. Yamaguchi, Takenosuke Fujisaki, 

Tomoe Nishimiira and Toraichi Takashita at Yokohama, Japan, from 29 
July 1947 to 15 August 1947, by a- Military Commission appointed by 
paragraph 24, Special Orders No. 170, .Headquarters Eighth Army, 

United States Army, -dated 23 July 1947, having been referred to the 
Staff Judge Advocate, this review thereof is submitted to the Com¬ 
manding General. 

Per s ona 1 Dat a- .Conc erning Accused 

NAMES Sakujiro Aramaki DATE OF CONFINEMENT j 4 October 

AGE: 48 0 1946 

RESIDENCE: Oita. Ken, Beppu City, DATE. OF ARRAIGNMENT': 29 July 1947 
Kamawaki Ku, Torikoe Ku, N a ka- PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Jaoan 
hara No En PERIOD OF TRIAL; 29 July 1947 to 

MARITAL.STATUS: Married ‘ 15 August 1947 1 

RELATIVES: Wife DATE OF SENTENCE: 15 August 1947 

EDUCATION: Grammar School (6 yrs) SENTENCE: CKL for twenty (20) 
VOCATION: Farmer years 

MILITARY CAREER: None . CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 

. < : " • No 



NAME: Akiyoshi Koga 
-J.GE: 48 

RESIDENCE: 


4 October 


Omine Machi, Shiralwa 


Yamaguchi Ken, Mlho Gun 
‘ " ‘ ‘ Ku, No. 1 

of 44 

MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: Wife, two sisters,(*) 
EDUCATION* Grammar School (4 yrs) 
VOCATION: Miner 
MILITARY - .CAREER: None 


(*) five children 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 

1946 

,DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 29 July 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 29 July 1947 to 
15 August 1947 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 15 August 1947 
SENTENCE: CHL for twenty-fiVe 
(25) years 

CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 
No 


NAME: Nobuyasu Sugiyama 
AGE; 21 

RESIDENCE: Yamaguchi Ken, Miho 
Gun, Omine Machi, Azahlrahara 
MARITAL STATUS: Single 
RELATIVES: Mother,’two brothers 
EDUCATION: Graduate of technical 
school (mining branch) 

VOCATION: Miner 1 
MILITARY CAREER:. None 


DATE OF-CONFINEMENT: 4 rctr-ber 
1946 

DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT t 29 July 1947 
PLACE OF TRl-L: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 29 July 1947 to 
15 August 1947 - " , • 

DATE OF SENTENCE,: 15 August ^1947 
SENTENCE: CEL for twenty (20) 
years . 

CLEMENCY RECOi-PENDED. BY COMMISSION: 

No 
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* ' . • • > - <J 

NAME: Fukuma Yamaguchi DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 4 October 

AGE: "41 1946 

RESIDENCE: Yamaguchi Ken.-Miho DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 29 July 1947 

Gun, Omine. Machi, Shiraiwa PLACE OF TRIAL:. Yokohama, Japan <g 

MARITAL STATUS: Married PERIOD OF TRIAL: 29 July 1947 to I 

RELATIVES: Wife, three sisters, 15 August 1947 S 

one brother, three children" DATE OF SENTENCE: -15 August 1947 
EDUCATION: Nine years SENTENCE: CEL for twenty-five (25) 

VOCATION: Mining technician years 

MILITARY CAREER.: 54th Unit of CLEMEMCY RECOMMENDED BY CONCUSSION: 
the Western Army No 


NAME:• Takenoshke Fujisaki DATE. OF CONFINEMENT: 4 October 

AGE: 36' 1946 

RESIDENCE: Yamaguchi Ken. Miho DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 29 July 1947 
Gun. Omine Machi, Shiraiwa PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 

MARITAL STATUS: Married PERIOD OF TRIAL: 29 July 1947 to 

RELATIVES: Wife, two children 15 August 1947 

EDUCATION: Grammar School (6 - DATE OF SENTENCE: 15’August 1947 
yearn) SENTENCE: CHL for twenty (20) years 

VOCATION: Miner CLEMEMCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 

MILITARY CAREER: None No 



NAME: Tomoe Nishimura DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 4 October 

AGE: 34 1946 

RESIDENCE: Yamaguchi Ken, Miho DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 29 July 1947 

Gun, Ofuku Mura, Shimotashiro PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
; 577 PERIOD OF TRIAL: 29 July 1947 to 

MARITAL STATUS: Married 15 August 1947 

RELATIVES: Wife, two children, DATE OF SENTENCE: 15 August 1947 

father, mother, brother SENTENCE:..CHL for fifteen (15) 

EDUCATION: Graduate of primary years 

school CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 

VOCATION: Farmer No 

MILITARY CAREER: Five months with __ _ 


Yamaguchi 42nd Inf. Regiment 



NAME: Toraichi Takashita DATE OF CONFINEICENT: 4 October 

AGE: 32 1946 - 

RESIDENCE: Yamaguchi Ken, Miho t DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 29 July 1947 

Gun, Omine Machi, Shiraiwa- : PLACE OF'TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
Shataku . PERIOD OF TRIAL: 29 July 1947 to 

MARITAL'STATUS: Married. 15 August 1947 

RELATIVES: Wife, one child, two DATE OF SENTENCE: 15 August 1947 
sisters, three.brothers SENTENCE: CKL for fifteen (15) 

EDUCATION: Not shown ' years 

VOCATION: Miner CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 

MILITARY CAREER: Japanese Army No 

1 June 1936 to 25 July 1936. 



2. Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, Findings, Legal Sufficiency and 
Sentence: 


Legally 

Charge and Specif ica tions ; Plea s Findings , Sustained 

ARAMAKI * 1 ‘ ' 

Charge: Accused, at the times NG G Ye& 

and places set forth in the speci¬ 
fications and during a time of war 
between the United States and Japan, . 

^'ar the LaWS and Customs of PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/lf6ded/ 
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Sp 1: On or about 8 August 1945, ng 
nt POW Camp, 6th Branch, Omine 

Machi, accused, did willfully and 

Uhlawfully beat and otherwise abuse 

PWs Dishman, Miller, Zagarri, Yur¬ 
chak- and Pasini. 

G 

Yes 

Sp 2: Between 2 September 1944 NG 

and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 

6th Branch, Omine Machi, accused 
beat and otherwise abused numerous 

Allied PWs. 

G 

Yes 

KQGA 

- 


Charges Accused, at the times NG 

and places set forth in. the speci¬ 
fications and during a time of war 
between the United States and Japan, 
did violate the Laws and Customs of 

War.: 

G 

Yes 

<=C- 

Sp 1: In or about February 1945, . NG 

at POW Camp, 6th Branch, Omine 

Machi, accused did willfully and 
unlawfully beat and otherwise abuse 

G 

Yes 


S.p.2; Between 2 September 1944 NG 
and 1 September 1945, at BOW Camp, 

6th Branch, Omine Machi,' accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused PW Wilson Jones'. 

Sp 3s On of about February 1945, NG 
at POW Camp, 6th Branch, Omine 
Machi, accused willfully and un¬ 
lawfully beat and struck PW Colvin, 
thereby contributing to his death . 
on 14 March 1945. 

Bp 4*. On or about 8 August 1945, NG 
at POW Camp, 6th Branch, Omine 
Machi, accused willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully mistreated PW$ Dobyns, Dish- 
man, Miller, Zagarri, Yurchak and 
Pasini by beating and otherwise 
abusing them. 

Sp 5; Between 2 September 1944 NG 
and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 

6th Branch, Omine Machij accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused numerous Allied 
FWs. • 

StJG IYAMA 7 

Charge: Accused, at the times NG 

and places set forth in the -speci¬ 
fications and during a t;ime of war 
between the United States and Japan, 
did Violate the laws and Customs of 
War.- 7 V. 


G 


Yes 


Guilty, except Yes 
the words "thereby 
contributing to his 
death on 14 March 
1945". Of the excep¬ 
ted words Not Guilty. 


G 


Yes 


Yes 


G 


Yes 
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Sp 1: Between 2 September 1 1944 NG • G 

and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 

• 6th Branch, •Omine Maehi, accused; 
willfully and. unlawfully beat and 
" otherwise abused pyrDobyns. 

• , , 

Sp 2: Between 2 September 1944 and NG G 

1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 6th 
Branch, Omine Maehi, accused will¬ 
fully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused PW Zaggari. 

Sp 3* Between 2 September 1944 NG ! G 

and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 

6th Branch, Omine Maehi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused PW Kay. 

Sp 4s Between 2 September 1944 NG G 

and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp., 

6th Branch, Omine Maehi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused PW Russell. ... 

Sp 5s Between 2 September 1944 NG G 

and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 

6th Branch, Omine Maehi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused PW Jones. 

Sp 6: On or about 8 August 1945, NG G 

at POW Camp, 6th Branch, Omine 
Maehi, accused, together with ethers, 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abuse PWs Dobyns, Dishrann, 

Miller, Zaggari, Yurchak.and Pasini. 

Sp.7? Between 2 September 1944 NG G 

and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 

6th Branch, Omine Maehi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused numerous Allied PWs. 

YAM&GUCKI 

Charge: Accused, at the times NG G 

and places set forth in-the speci¬ 
fications and during a time of war 
between the United States and Japan, 
did violate the Laws and Customs of 
War. 

Sp Is Between 2 September 1944 NG NG 

and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 

6th Branch, Omine Maehi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat end 
otherwise abused PW Sporer 

Sr 2: On or about 4 August 1945, NG G 

a; POW Camp, 6th Branch, Omine 
Maehi, accused willfully-and un¬ 
lawfully beat and otherwise abused 
PW Bilyeu. ^ 
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Sp 3: On or about 4 August 1945* 
at POW-Camp, 6 th Branch, Omine 
Machi, accused willfully and un¬ 
lawfully beat and otherwise abused 
PW Outson. * , 

Sp 4; Between 2 September 1944 
aAd 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 
6 th Branch, Omine Machi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise a biased PW Yurchak. 

Sp 5* Between 2 September 1944 
and 1 September 1945? at POW Camp, 
6 th Branch, Omine Machi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused PW Quinn. 


Sp. 6 : Between 2 September 1944 1 

and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 
6th Branch, Omine Machi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused numerous Allied PWs, 




Guilty, except Yes 
the word "John", sub¬ 
stituting therefor the 
word "James". Of the 
excepted word Not 
Guilty '5 of the substi¬ 
tuted word Guilty. 


Charge: Accused, at the times NG 

and places set forth in the speci¬ 
fications and during a time of war * 
between the United States and Japan, 
did 'violate the Laws and Customs of 
War. : 

.. - • •' ' . . - •: 

Sp 1: Between 2 September 1944 NG 
and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 

6 th Branch, Omine Machi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and, 
otherwise abused PW Zagarri* 


Sp 2: Between 2 September 1944 NG 
and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 

6 th Branch, Omine Biachi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused PW Thomas. 

Sp 3: On or about 8 August 1945, NG 
at POW Camp, 6 th Branch, Omine Machi, 
accused willfully and' unlawfully 
beat and otherwise abused PWs 
Bobyns, Dishmsn, Miller, Zagarri, 
Yurchak and Pasini. 

Sp 4: In or about May or June NG 

1945, accused willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully beat and otherwise abused an 
unknown American PW. 

Sp 5; Between 2 September 1944 NG 
and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 

6 th Branch, Omine'Machi, 'accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused numerous Allied PWs. 


✓ -i 
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and places set forth in ttelpecl- 
fixations and during a time of war 
between the United States and Japan, 
did violate the Laws and Customs of 




Sp 1: Between 2 September 1944 
and 1 September. 1945, at'POW Camp, 
6 th Branch, Omine Machi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused PW Miller. 

.. .. • > ■' '• 

Sp 2:. Between 2 September 1944 
and 1 September 194?, at POW Camp, 
6 th Branch, Omine Machi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully, beat and 
otherwise abused PWs Zagarri and 
LaPleur• , ' 

sp 3: On or about 8 August 194?, 
at POW Camp, 6th Branch, Omine 
Machi, accused, together with 
others, willfully and unlawfully 
beat and otherwise abused PWs ‘ 
Dobyns, Dishman, Miller, Zagarri, 
Yurchak and Pasini. 1 - V 


Sp 4* Between 2 September 1944 
and 1 September 1945, at POW Camp, 
6 th Branch, Omine Machi, accused* 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
otherwise abused numerous Allied PWs. 


Charge: Accused, at.the times and l 
peaces s.et forth in the specifica¬ 
tions and during a time of war be¬ 
tween the United States and Japan, 
did violate the Laws and Customs 
of War.: 

Sp Is On or about 1 Jtme 1945, N 
at-POW Camp, 6th Branch, Omine 
Machi, accused willfully and un¬ 
lawfully beat and otherwise abused 
PW Jones. h 

Sp 2 : Between 2 September 1944 N 
and 1 September 1945, at FOWCamp, 

6 th Branch, Omine Machi, accused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and 
Otherwise abused PW Linton. “ 

Sp 3: On or about 8 August 1945, N 
at POW Camp^ 6th Branch, Omine 
Machi, accused, together with 
others, willfully and-unlawfully 
beat -and otherwise abused PWs Dobyns, 
Dishman. Miller, Zagarri,.Yurchak 
and Pasini,.and numerous other PWs. 
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Sp 4: Between 2 September 1944 NG 
and 1 September 1945, at PQW Camp, 

6 th Branch, Omine Machi, aecused 
willfully and unlawfully beat and . 
otherwise abused numerous Allied PWs. 


G 


Yes 


i 3. Summary of the Evidence : 
a* F or the Prosecution s ■ 

„ the’seven (7) accused was identified by the 

(4) witnesses appearing before the Commission and by numerous 
affiaavits of PWs identifying the various accused by physical des¬ 
cription and by nicknames (R, 17 , 23 , 29 , 48). 

KOGA 

. ^1 : pw Robert J. Faubin. an Ameri¬ 

can- PW ? on or about February 1945, then in a weakened debilitated 
condition, was severely beat and’ struck over the fade by the accused 
with his hands and fists (R. 35; Ex. 11). 

. As, to Spe cification 2 : Between the dates of 2 'September 
1944 and 1 September 1945, the accused severely beat, struck, and 
kicked PW Jones (R. 19, 35, 36; Ex. 11). 

As to Specif icati on 3 s On or about the month of 
February 1945, the accused struck and beat PW Colvin with a pick- 
handle, knocking the PW t°o the ground and then kicking him. . The PW 
suffered severe injury from this beating because of his then .weakened 
physical condition. Three or four weeks later, the PW died (R. 35, 

51; Ex. 11). ' 


, ’ t.o J3pec if ication 4 s On or about 8 August 1945, the 

accused, together with other Japanese foremen at the mine where the 

PWs were employed, forced a @xmp of 19 PWs to. form two, ranks and. 
ordered them to slap each other; the accused walking behind the PWs 
beat, struck, and hit the PWs with his fists, and a club (R. 30, 33, 
49; Ex. 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 11, 16, 21). 


As to Specif ic ation 5 s Between the dates' of 2 September 
1944 and 1 September 194^, the accused on numerous occasions struck 
and beat various American and /killed PWs while they were working in- 
the mines using his fists, open hand, and clubs (R. 49; Ex. 11, 16). 

YAMAGUCHI 

As to Spec ifica tion- 1; (Not Guilty) 

’■ As to Spe cificati on 2 s On or about 4 august 1945, PW 
Bilyeu was severely beat and struck in the face several times by the 
accused with his fists and was knocked unconscious by being hit with 
a club (R. 52; Ex. 1). . 

As to Spec ification 3: PW Outson wason or about 4’ 
August 1945, severely beeTt’^and struck by the accused using his fists/ 
The PW‘s mouth was•severely bruised and ho lost one-tooth- by reason 
of this beatingCR. 37 ; Ex, 1). 


As to Specif ic ation 4s Between the dates of 2 September 
1944 and 1 September 1945",™the accused did severely slap PW Yurchak 
three or four times in the face. Ee beat and struck the PW with his 
fists knocking him to the ground, pulling him up and knocking him 
back .and forth several times (R. 30, 33, 37, 52; Ex. 6 , 11, 21). 
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1 Q 4 A a nrt 1 Between the dates of 2 Seotember ‘ 

Jhi 4 fl^, d icifl S ! P 5 s b I -1 ? 4 !’ R 2 Uinn Was severe ly teat and struck by 
Injury' (Ife ly^if 6 ^) 0 ™’ £ rom which he ‘ s^ered severe physical 

1QAA a " 1 Qa & r~$8- s PfP^ lc ftiop 6 ; • During the dates of 2 September 
1944 and 1 ^eptember 1945, the accused on numerous dccasions did 
strike and beat numerous American and Allied PFs not named in the 

On ; one ''occasion, kicking PT Jones, beating ' 

|,r^ P allace 5 on another occasion. PF Amarant and other 

P' ■** who f fJ led T tc> understand command's given irl Japanese and did en- ; 
courage other Japanese foremen to mistreat F"s (R. 18, 19 , 24 , <30. 

35) 37, 525 &x, 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 19, 2l5. 

FUJISAKI . .i 

, , , 4g-.tQ..,gpecif ication I f The accused on numerous occasions 

between the dates of 2 September 1944 and 1 September 194* hit and 

club C (R Pf 38) garrl over the head ,’t p ck,, and buttocks with a wooden 

in/t . , n _ Ag. to Specification g; Between the dates of 2 September 
1944 and 1 September 1945, FV‘ Th.Ofnas' was severely beat and struck ;i 
with a wooden stick across the face and. head by the accused, suffer¬ 
ing a sore Jaw, and was. unable, to eat for'several days (R. 50; Ex. 11), 


As to Spec! 


(Not Guilty) R 111 


As to Specification 4; During the month of May and 
June 1945. the accused struck an unidentified American PV over the 
head and in the face for whis ; tling and singing while at work (Ex,. 11) 

As to Spe cification 5 i- (Not Guilty) 


l L . %P Snecj.fication I t Between the dates of 2 September 
1944 and 1 September. 1945, F’ Dobyns, an American F f ’, was severely 
struck, beat, and Knocked to the ground and then kicked: was ordered 
to stand at attention. Accused again struck and beat him over the 
head, in the face, side of the face, and shoulders (R. 32, 49, 52: 

Ex, 1, 13), : ’ * ' ’ 

As.to Specific ation 2 :- Between the dates of 2. September 
, sr " 1 September 1945, on many occasions, the accused struck, hit, 
a ^jj ea ? P' 1 ^ a 6€ a ri (spelled Zagarri in other specifications and 
affidavits filed in evidence) (R. 34,- Ex. 1*, 21). 

• Ag.....t.o Specifi cation 3 : - During the dates of 2 September ■ 

1944 and 1 September 1945, on numerous occasions, the accused mis¬ 
treated P T ' Kay, an American PF, - by beating him with wooden clubs, 
his open hand and fists, striking him over the head and shoulders, 
in the face and across his ears. These numerous beatings would last 
15. or 20 minutes each. Such mistreatment continued during the con*, 
finement of the F" until the end of the war (R. 33, 53; Ex. 11, .21). 

As. to Specification 4 : Between the dates of 2 September 
1944 and 1 September 1945, PF,.Russell, an American PF, on numerous 
occasions was struck, beat, and hit by the accused (R. 36). 

As to Sp ecification 5 : Between the dates of 2 September - 
1944 and 1 September 1945, JV V'ilson F, Jones, .an American P 1 ", was 
severely struck and beat ;by the accused (R. 19, 35, 36). 

(p B of .14, Aj’amaki et al, Case #199) 
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4s^o„S^ecJXlcAti^_ 6 L : On or about 8 August 1945. the 
accused * together with other Japanese foremen at the mine, struck, 
hit. and beat- numerous PWs, including the four named in the specifi¬ 
cation (See Specification 4-Kogaj the summary of evidence therein 
appiies to this specification) (R. 30 , 33 , 49; Ex. 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , 7 , 11 , 

lv| 21)q y 


. , „ , • - . . 1 . , • ^ 

_ n . a ~ir - 4 Between the dates of 2 September 

1944 and 1 September 1945, -the accused on numerous occasions did beat 
and^strike and a buse a number o% Allied PWs other than those named 
above specifications, while they were working at the mine (R. 
30, 35, 36, 52, 53? Ex. 11, 16 )* , 


. , nr \a rf jig. SpeciJ!i-cation^J.: The accused, on or about 8 

August 1945, together wi.tn Other Japanese mine foremen beat and 
struck about 18 or 19 PWs using his hands, fists, and club, including 
the 5 PWs named in the specification (See Specification 4-Koga, the 
summary of evidence therein applies to this*specification) (R. 19, 

30, 33, 49; Ex. 1, 2 , 3 , 4, 7 , 11, 15, 16, 21). , 


^ I XQ&UoD-g.! During the dates of 2 September 

1944 and 1 September 1945. the accused on numerous occasions' mis¬ 
treated a number of Allied. PWs not named in the above specification 
by beating and striking a number of unidentified PWs with his fists, 
open hand and a wooden stick (R. 34 , 35, 49; Ex. 11, 15, 16, 21). 


TAKASKITA 


As to Specificati on 1: On or about 1 June 1945, PW 
:eroly beat, struck, and slopped by the accused for 


Jones was severely beat, struck, and slopped by the accused for 
stealing berries (R. 19, 35, 38, 52; Ex. 1). 


As to Specification 2 : During the dates of 2 September 
1944 and 1 September 1945, the accused severely beat: PW Linton over 
the head and shoulders with a club for not working as hard as the 
accused' thought he should (R. 50; Ex. 11). s 


As to Speci fication 1 : On or about 8 August 1945, the 
accused, together with other Japanese mine foremen, severely beat 
and struck the six named PWs together with others, using their open 
hands, fists, and wooden clubs (See Specification 4-Koga, the sum¬ 
mary of evidence therein applies to this specification) (R. 49; Ex. 
1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 11, 16, 21)* 1 


As to Specification 4 : Between the dates of 2 September 
1944 and 1 September 1945* the accused on numerous occasions while 
PWs were working at the mine severely beat and struck numerous Allied 
PWs (R. 38 , 395 Ex. 5, 11, 14, 16 , 21). 


NISKIMURA 


is to Specification 1 : (Not Guilty) 


As to Specificat i on 2 : During the dates of 2 September 
1944 and 1 September 1945, the accused beat and struck PWs Zagarri 
and LaFleur (R. 33, 34, 38; Ex. 11, 23.). . 7 


As to Specification 1 : On or about 8 nugust 1945,^the 
accused, together with other Japanese mine foremen, severely beat 
and struck the six PWs' named in the specification together with about 
12 others . (See Specification 4-Koga, the summary of evidence therein 
applies to' this specification) (R. 30, 33, 49; Ex. 1, 2, 3, 4, ll f 
16 , 21) . ; ^ •' 
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\ , A_s,,,tQ Specification 4 : During the dates of 2 September 
1944 and 1 September 1945, the accused on numerous occasions beat. 

j 1 hit numbers of Allied-PWs-not named 'in the above speci¬ 
fications (Ex. 8 , 11, 16). . 


b*. For the defense: 


, _ .PJ Char land v/as called by the defense as a witness (R» '■ 

60). He. stated that he did not recall the day or the month PW Golvin 

was severely beat.'. He remembered the incident and know that ;pW 
Colvin had been sick for about five or- six months prior to hfs death, 

but was unable to recoil the time that elapsed from the date of the 


v. — — - —■ — — — — t — v m.i.v wxau; v v 1 

beating to the date of death (R. 60 - 62 ). 


She accused S uglyama (R. 65), having been propedy ad¬ 
vised as to his rights, elected to be sworn and testified in his own 
behalf ,(R.» 2, 65). .The accused stated he was 21 years of age, was 
not married, that he had no prior military service, he was a civilian 
employee of the Omine Ms. chi Mine» The accused stated he. was unable' 
to recollect what the PW looked, like (referring to Dobyns, Specifi-,. 
cation 1). ns to Specification 2 , the accused stated thax he recalled 
PW Zagarri,-y/hile he was on the witness stand (R. 66 ). He stated he 
made an examination of the cement sacks which, the PW had been empty¬ 
ing and found-a. number of them had been torn and considered the PY/s 
were deliberately tearing the sacks. He ordered about 19 PU s to form 
a double rank facing each other and ordered them to slap each other. 

He walked behind the PVYs and those that were not slapping each other, 
he would slap and order them to continue the slapping. Accused 
stated no other Japanese personnel was involved in this incident. He 
stated the accused Yamaguchi came upon the scene during the slopping 
and ordered this accused to stop the PWs from slapping each other, 
that Yamaguchi himself did not strike any of the PWs (R. 66 , 67 ). 

The accused stated be did not recall the slapping of PW Kay as re¬ 
ferred to in Specification 3 (R. 67 ). As to.Specification 4, the ac<rr 
cused stated, "I cannot recall anything,*' (R. 66 ). As to Specifica¬ 
tion 5, he _did not remember the name of the PW mentioned in the 
specification (R. 68 ). He was never instructed in Army Regulations 
or..in the Lows and Customs of War and at no time wos advised or in¬ 
structed as to the manner in which he should handle PWs (R. 68 ). The 
accused stated he punished the PWs in the same manner that, he punished 
Japanese civilian workers. Had he reported the PWs for violations 
committed while working in the mines to the camp commander, they 
would have been severely punished and put in the guardhouse* He did 
not report them because lie was thinking of their interests (R. , 69 ). 


The accused Yamaguc hi, having been^properly advised as 
to his rights (R. 2), stated that he was married and hod three 1 . • 

children, .that his education consisted of nine years' schooling. He 
had been a' civilian employee, of the mine since 1937* His duties were 
to supervise the PY/s working at this mine. Accused stated he did not 
remember the prisoner of war named Sporer nor did -he recall the in¬ 
cident charged in Specification 1. . As to Specification 2, 3 , and 4,-.. 
the accused did not recall the incident nor the names of the PY.'s 
named tilerein. The accused recalled the "string incident" as alleged 
in the specification against him;, that he just- happened to pass by 
the spot where the PWs. were lined up slapping each other; that he or¬ 
dered the. accused Sugiyama to discontinue- ; the slappings; that he did 
not strike any of the PY.’s (R, 73, 74). The accused stated that on 
one occasion, he slapped a. PW for not saluting : him when he passed by; 
on another occasion, accused slapped a PV. during an inspection of 
cement, sacks (R* 74). He stated he also slapped a PW for throwing , 
a mess kit upon the ground after he had' c a tight the-PW eating his lunch 
during working hours*. - He had- spoken to this PW and he thought that 
the PW was -angered at him because of his ordering him back to work 
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and for: this ■ reason, he-slapped the, PW (R« 75)* Accused, on another 
occasion, stated a PR’ failed to salute him. He warned him about his 
•failure to recognize the accused, and that should anyone observe his 
failure to salute him, both of them would be criticized and for that 
reason, he slapped this PW (R. 75)* Accused stated on another occa- 
sion, he experienced the PW chewing and on examination, found that 
the PW was chewing wax which had been blown from a dynamite fuse. He 
warned the PW that it was dangerous to chew this wax. For this rea¬ 
son, he slapped the PW (R. 76;.: 



. , . . The accused Koga , having been properly warned of his 

rights as a witness ,(RV 2), elected to be sworn and testified as a 
witness in his own defense (R. 77). The accused stated he had no 
prior military'service, he was married-and had five children, his 
occupation was a civilian mine employee (R. 77). Concerning Speci¬ 
fication 1, accused stated he did not recall the names of the PWs, 
but in February 1945, he had a PW who was his assistant 5 that this 
PW failed to report for workj that after about one hour, the accused 
found the PW asleep* He woke him up by pushing his chest with his 
fingers about three times. The PW then returned to his work. Ac¬ 
cused stated he did hot report the offense to the camp commander be¬ 
cause he did not want the PW to be confined to the guardhouse after 
working hours and his ration reduced and then forced to work the next 
day (R. 78, 79)* As to Specification 2, the accused stated he did 
not remember having any trouble with PW Jones, that their relation¬ 
ship had beeh friendly, that he had given this PW cigarettes on sev¬ 
eral occasions (R. 79,: 80). As to Specification 3, accused stated 
one PW had walked from the job and was eating his lunch. For this 
offense, he struck the PW with a pick handle, but thought his hand 
that grasped the handle stick was what struck the PW 1 s face. After 
the striking, the PW returned to his work, but the accused did not 
recall seeing this PW after this incident for about 15 days later 

(R* 80). The accused stated as to Specification 4, he took no part 

in the same, but he did observe the slappings and that Sugiyama was 

at the head of the PW ranks and Taka shita was in front of the ac¬ 

cused's line of view and Aramaki was on his left. , He observed them 
strike the PW several times, Fujisaki was about 2 or 3 meters away 
and did not observe him striking the PW (R. 8l). 

The accused Ta k a shita * having be&n properly advised as 
to his rights as a witness (R* 277 elected to be sworn and testified 
as a witness in his own behalf. The accused stated he had been con¬ 
fined at Sugamo on 4 October 1946, was married and had one child. 

He entered the Army in June 1938 and served until 25 July 1936. By 
occupation, he was a civilian miner. Accused stated he knew nothing 
about the allegations alleged in Specifications! and 2. As to Speci¬ 
fication 3, the accused recalled the'btring incident"5 that he saw 
the PITs lined up in two ranks slapping each other and he asked one 
’ of the PR’s why he had not turned the string over to Sugiyama. He 
found some string on this PW and he slapped him a couple of times as 
a joke (R. 86). He did not recall the incident alleged in Specifi¬ 
cation 4. On no other occasion had he mistreated a PR’.- On numerous 
occasions, accused- stated he secretly gave, PWs onions, garlic, and 
salt, and some black tea for which they appeared very grateful and 
happy. He gave these, items to the PWs because he liked them (R.' 87). • 

The accused Nlshimura, having been properly advised as 
to his rights as a witness (rV” 2)"7 elected to be sworn and testified 
as a witness in his own behalf (R. 87). The accused stated he'hgd 
no Army service, he was ,married, and had 2 children,-he was a ■'graduate 
of the primary school-, dnd by occupation, he was a farmer. During 
the war he was employed by the mining company as, a civilian super¬ 
visor of-PWs and only on*one occasion had he slapped a PW. This in¬ 
cident occurred when he had borrowed a couple of PWs to assist him 
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in carrying dynamite. On completion of the job, he let them rest 
+^fm a +*^ U « 30;minutes. Then, he gave them cigarettes and ordered 

r ^ n +. 10 th f ir , J° bs » He later learned that the PV/s had not 
he found them at the entrance of the iaine and 
with them, he slapped one of the PWs. The accused 
he knew nothing about the other, charges alleged in the 
specification against him as referred to in Specifications 2, 1, and 

any 8 of the^PWs (£ 0 89) 6 me htioned had he ever abused or mistreated 

,, 0 , . , having been properly advised of 

his rights as a witness (R, 2 ), elected to be sworn and testified 
as a witness In his own behalf (R« 91)• The accused stated that he 
w “f carried, had two children, he had -no previous Army experience 
and by occupation, since 1934, had been employed by the mining com- : 
pany as a civilian miner. Accused stated he struck PW Zagarri over 
the buttocks because the PW was not working (R. 92, 94), As to 
Specification 2, he slapped a PW for not. returning to work. He 
found this PW sleeping and for this offense, he slapped the PW a 

of times (R. 93 ). As to Specification 3, the accused stated 

the alleged offense, that he only observed . 
the PWs slapping each other for a period, of not more than 20 seconds 
when it stopped. He did not see Nisbimura or Koga slap any of the 
prisoners at that time (R,93)> As to Specification . 4 , accused stated 
that about the month of May or June 1945) one of the PWs was singing 
and whistling while working. He ordered him to stop, but the PV." 

&nd for this offense, he hit the PV» r over the head with e 
stick (R. 93 , 94 ). The accused denied generally the abuses and mis¬ 
treatments charged against him in Specification 5. He stated the 
PWs whom he did strike suffered no permanent injury (R, 94). 

• : ^e_^_c:c Us_ eAi^r amaki did not testify in his own behalf., 

4. Opinion ; 


.. 0 * The Charges and Specifications herein against each of 

the seven accused allege violations of the Laws and Customs of War, 
committed by the individual accused who were enemy nationals against 
members of the United States Armed Forces and it Allies, at a time 
when a state of war existed between tie United States of America and 
it Allies, and Japan. Accordingly, the Commission which was appointed 
to hear the case had jurisdiction of each of the accused and of the 
subject matter under SCAP regulations (File AG 000.5 (5 Dec 45) LS, 
subject "Regulations Governing the Trials. of Accused War Criminals" 

(and amendments thereto) as established by the Suioreme Commander for 
the Allied Powers. 

b. There aro no errors or irregularities appearing in tho 
record of trial which injuriously affect any substantial rights of 
either of the seven accused. The record of.trial discloses that 
the trial was held v’ithout partiality, and that adequate opportunity 
was given to each of the accused to present any matters in his in¬ 
dividual defense that he might desire.,./ The accused -were- ably repre¬ 
sented by American and Japanese defence counse-ls/and each accused 
fully cooperated in his own defense. There is no evidence that either 
of the seven accused convicted: herein was insane or otherwise in¬ 
competent at the time of the trial or at the.time of the alleged 
offenses. Insanity was not an issue ns td either of the seven ac¬ 
cused herein convicted. ■ y 

- ■» . . . 

c* There have, been no questions raised, in the record of 
trial that were not decided by the Commission upon hearing of the 
evidence presented. - Two-thirds of the members of the Commission •' 

were present at the time the findings were, arrived at and the sent-. ■ AS 
ences imposed concurred in the result. 
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d. The various objections made during the trial, the rul¬ 
ings of 5 the Lav; Member thereon, and the alleged errors called to 
•the attention of the reviewing authority in the defense motions and 
objections during the trial have heretofore been passed upon in nu¬ 
merous reviews of this headquarters. The alleged errors complained 

of by defense (R, 4, 5, 57> 59.) cannot be considered prejudicial to I 
the rights of the accused. Further discussion concerning the motions I 
and objections would be mere prolixity (Case Docket No. 124, Kato; 

No. 97, Fukaui; No. 39, Hirata; No. 55, Murakami et al; No. 206, 

Ishizaki et al). . ? ’ 

- A ' ■ "" \ ‘ • ... 

• .* l i 

e. The prosecution introduced evidence by means of four 
former PWs who appeared before the Commission and testified, and the 
introduction of twenty affidavits of former PWs who had been interned 
in the camp and who were in a position to know the facts of the mat¬ 
ters in issue. 

f. There is sufficient legal evidence in the record of 
trial which in itself supports the findings and sentences imposed 
by the Commission in view of.th® compelling evidence of guilt prop¬ 
erly in evidence, which is of such quality and quantity os practically 

to compel in the minds of conscientious and reasonable men the find¬ 
ings of guilty. . • 

g. „ The sentence of the Commission as to each of the seven 
accused is considered legal and is not excessive for the number of 
offenses committed by oach of the accused and for which he was found 
guilty. The evidence discloses that each of the accused was. exceed¬ 
ingly prejudiced against,,American PWs and that they had without cause 
or provocation abused the various PWs who were working in the mines 
and that "they were absolutely fanatical, and brutal in their beat¬ 
ings. They enforced a rigid iron discipline" (R, 39). 


h. The Commission, as a. trier of the facts, was in a posi¬ 
tion to judge the sufficiency of the evidence before it, and its 
findings based upon the testimony of the.four live witnesses present 
before the Commission, together with the numerous affidavits of PWs 
who were, at the time the offenses were committed, confined at the 
camp and personally knew the existing conditions, should not be dis¬ 
turbed on review. 

5.. Recommendations : 

There were numerous letters end petitions for clemency filed 
herein. These letters and petitions have been considered. However, 
they reflect no new or additional evidence, and had they been con¬ 
sidered by the Commission, they would not have justified any change 
in the sentences. It is recommerded that the sentences as to each 
accused be approved. 

Koga was confined 4 October 194-6, sentenced 15 August 1947, 
to confinement at hard labor for twenty-five (25) years5 credit for 
confinement prior to trial, seven and one-half (7i‘) months. 

Yamaeuchl was confined 4 October 194-6, sentenced 15 August 
1947, 'to confinement at hard labor for twenty-five (25) years; credit 
for confinement prior to trial, seven and one-half (7i) months. 

Fu.iisaki was confined 4 October 19416, sentenced 15 August 
1947, to confinement at hahd labor for twenty (20) years; credit for 
confinement prior to trial, seven and one-half (.7%) months. 

• „ 

Sugivama was confined 4 October 1946, sentenced 15 August 
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1947* to confinement at hard labor for twenty (20) years? credit 
for confinement prior to trial, seven and one-haIf (7£) months. 


4£Sffiaki was confined 4 October 1946f sentenced 1? August 
1947, to- confinement at hard labor for twenty (20) years; credit 
for confinement prior. to trial, seven and one-half (7i) months. 


' T.ak ashita was confined 4 October 1946, sentenced 15 August 
1947» to confinement at hard labor for fifteen (15) years; credit 
for confinement prior to trial, seven and one-half (7i) months. 


Nish imura was confined 4 October 1946, sentenced 15 August 
1 1947 > ’.to-confinement at hard labor for fifteen ( 15 ) years; credit 
for confinement prior to trial, seven and one-half (7i0 months. 


'It.is recommended that Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Honshu, Japan, 
be the appropriate place of confinement for all of the accused. 


6. Act ion: 


Attached hereto are forms of action designed to carry into 
effect the above recommendations should they meet with your approval. 


GEORGE R. TAYLOR 
Reviewer 

Judge Advocate Section 


I concur in general. The sentences of Aremaki, Sugiyama, 
Nishimura and Takashita are based on proper findings of guilt of 
severe and brutal beatings of more than nineteen helpless prisoners. 
The sentences adjudged are not considered adequate as measured by 
those adjudged by other commissions upon conviction of similar 
offenses. 


The sentence of Fujisaki (who was acquitted of the multiple 
beating specification) is based upon conviction of three serious 
beatings* Approval of a sentence of six years is recommended in 
order to achieve uniformity with oroper sentences returned by other 
commissions for similar crimes. 


attached. 


An alternate action to implement this recommendation is 


ALLAN R. BROWNE 
Lt Colonel JAGD 
Army’Judge Advocate V 
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